
Name: ________________________________________________________Date: __________________________ Period: ________ Ms. Jones / Film Study 1 

Vertigo Study Guide 
 
***Trivia: Can you spot Hitchcock in his cameo? 
 
1. Most films begin with an establishing shot or extreme long shot. How does this film begin differently? What 

emotion does this produce in the audience? 
 
 
 

2. Why does the policeman let the man he’s chasing get away? 
 
 

3. Scottie says he wakes up at night seeing the man fall from the roof and himself trying to do what? 
 
 

4. What does Midge say is the only thing that might cure Scottie’s acrophobia? How might this be foreshadowing? 
 
 

5. What happens when Scottie climbs to the top of the step chair? 
 

6. Elster asks Scottie, “Do you believe that someone out of the past, someone _______________________ , can 
enter and take possession of a living being?” 
 

7. Elster says that, when he checked his wife’s car, the speedometer said she had driven how far? 
 

8. The headstone says that Carlotta Valdes died in what year? 
 

9. At the art museum, Madeleine sits gazing at a portrait of whom? 
 

10. When Scottie trails Madeleine to the McKittrick Hotel, he sees her in a _________ on the second floor, facing the 
front.  
 

11. What does the hotel manager say is the name of the occupant of the room? 
 

12. When he returns to her apartment house, what does Scottie see on the dashboard of Madeleine’s car? 
 

13. Scottie asks Midge about who is an authority on San Francisco _____________________________ . 
 

14. Pop Liebel says that Carlotta died in what way? 
 

15. At his club, Elster tells Scottie that Madeleine has several pieces of _____________________________ that had 
belonged to Carlotta Valdes. 
 

16. Carlotta was what relation to Madeleine?  
 

17. At the edge of San Francisco Bay, what does Madeleine suddenly attempt to do? 
 



18. What awakens Madeleine? 
 

19. Where does Madeleine say she had been just before she went to old Fort Point? 
 

20. Elster notes that Madeleine is the same age as Carlotta Valdes was when Carlotta did what?  
 

21. What excuse does Madeleine give for not mailing the note? 
 

 

22. Madeleine says that she doesn’t like knowing that she has to ________________________________________ . 
 

23. Madeleine tells Scottie that she remembers standing by a gravestone and looking down into her 
_______________________________________ . 

 

24. Madeleine tells Scottie, “There’s someone within me; she says I must _________________________________ .” 
 

25. Whom has Midge painted in the caricature of Carlotta Valdes? 
 

26. Scottie tells Madeleine that, when the takes her to San Juan Bautista, she will remember when she had seen it 
before, and that would finish her _________________________________________________ . 

 

27. In the livery stable, what does Scottie discover that somewhat resembles what Madeleine had been describing? 
 

28. Madeleine keeps telling Scottie, “It’s too ____________________________________________ .” 
 

29. When he is almost at the top of the tower, what does Scottie see through the tower window? 
 

30. From the coroner’s report, the audience learns that after the accident Scottie suffered a mental blackout and 
then remembered nothing until he found himself back in ___________________________________________ . 
 

31. The doctor tells Midge that Scottie blames ____________________________ for what happened to Madeleine. 
 

32. To prove her identity, what does Judy Barton show Scottie? 
 

33. In her flashback, what happened to prevent Madeleine/Judy from screaming? 
 

34. What does Judy do with the letter? 
 

35. Concerning her hair, what does Judy finally agree to do? 
 

36. What finally lets Scottie know that Judy and Madeleine are the same person? 
 

37. At the mission, Scottie tells Judy, “I need you to be __________________________________ for a while. And 
when it’s done, we’ll both be free.” 
 

38. When they are midway up the stairs, Scottie tells Judy/Madeleine, “I remember the __________________ .” 
 

39. Scottie tells Judy/Madeleine that she shouldn’t keep souvenirs of a _______________________________ . 
 

40. What causes Judy to step backwards?  
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Motifs: Vertigo 
Directions: Motifs are distinct recurring feature or dominant idea in an artistic work. Note the use of the 
following motifs and give as many examples of how each is used over and over again throughout the film. 
  

Power and Freedom  

Tunnels and Corridors / 
        Tunnel to death 

 

The color Red  

Bouquets of flowers  

Spiral shapes  

The color Green  

 


